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NEARNESS    OF    CHRIST'S    SECOND 

By  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballaud, 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve. 


COMING. 


ELDER  MELVIN  J.  BALLARD. 

By  the  glad  announcement  of  holy 
angels  upon  the  plains  of  Judea,  and 
with  that  marvellous  display  of  light  that 
shed  its  radiance  over  the  face  of  this 
globe,  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were 
rejoicing  that  Christ  was  born,  that  God 
was  honoured,  that  earth  had  received 
its  King  in  mortal  form.  Resting  within 
that  sacred  body  was  the  glorious  Spirit 
who  had  created  the  world,  and  worlds 
without  number,  born  to  die  that  He 
might  redeem  what  He  had  created  and 
earn  the  right  and  the  title  to  rule  over  it. 

This  conception  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  verily  the 
Son  of  God.  1  sav  becomes  essential   in 


order  to  qualify  Him  to  fulfil  His  great 
mission.  Why  did  He  come  to  earth?  He 
had  glory  enough.  He  was  a  God  and 
had  produced  worlds ;  He  stood  in  honour ; 
but  He  had  a  sacred  mission  to  perform 
upon  earth.  He  came  to  atone  for  the 
fall  of  man,  for  as  Adam  fell,  all  men  were 
brought  to  a  state  of  mortality  ;  so  through 
the  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ  was  that 
state  of  mortality  to  be  changed  to 
immortality.  The  death  of  every 
man  that  had  descended  from  Adam 
could  not  pay  the  price ;  it  required  some 
one  with  just  the  qualities  in  him  that 
Jesus  Christ  had.  He  who  fell  and 
brought  mortality  and  death  into  the 
world  was  himself  in  a  state  of  immor- 
tality, and  it  required  one  in  that  state 
to  atone  for  the  fall,  for  the  sin  that  had 
been  committed.  If  Jesus  Christ  was 
verily  the  Son  of  God,  then  He  was  sired 
by  an  Immortal.  God  the  Eternal  Father 
must  have  in  His  Son  His  own  charac- 
teristics, and  so  there  was  blended  in  this 
Child,  the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father 
in  the  flesh,  immortality.  No  wonder  He 
could  say  that  no  man  could  take  His  life. 
And  yet,  because  He  was  also  the  child 
of  a  mortal  woman,  there  were  blended  in 
Him  the  elements  of  mortality,  to  that 
extent  that  He  could  lay  down  His  life; 
but  it  was  all  voluntary  on  His  part. 
He  could  have  lived — He  also  had  the 
ability  to  die.  I  say  that  the  atonement 
required  the  death  of  a  God,  and  here 
is  a  God,  the  Son  of  God.  In  Him  there 
was  immortality,  and  His  death  was  essen- 
tial to  pay  the  price  of  Adam's  transgres- 
sion— the  death  of  a  sinless  One.  No 
one    else    could    produce    those    elements. 
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those  qualifications,  that  Jesus  Christ 
did.  And,  as  I  have  observed,  the  death 
of  all  men  would  not  have  accomplished 
this  desirable  end;  it  required  one  like 
unto  Him  to  die  and  to  die  voluntarily 
to  earn  a  value  that  would  be  efficacious. 

A  True  Friend  in  Need. 

Just  how  He  has  accomplished  this  we 
may  not  yet  fully  understand.  I  remem- 
ber a  circumstance  happening  many  years 
ago  that  taught  me  a  very  impressive 
lesson.  I  saw  a  man  come  into  possession 
of  the  old  homestead  where  he  and  his 
brothers  and  sisters  had  been  born.  A 
sacred  relic  of  the  family  had  descended 
to  him  in  this  old  estate.  He  intended, 
of  course,  to  preserve  it  within  the  family, 
a  sacred  shrine  to  which  all  might  come 
and  pay  their  homage.  Times  became 
hard,  however,  and  he  put  a  mortgage 
upon  that  old  home,  never  for  a  moment 
thinking  that  he  would  lose  it.  He 
thought  that  he  could  pay  the  mortgage 
and  ultimately  redeem  it.  But  times 
became  more  difficult  with  him;  so  much 
so  that  he  could  not  even  pay  the  interest, 
much  less  the  principal ;  and  in  due  course 
of  time  the  holder  of  that  mortgage,  forced 
to  recover  something  of  his  investment, 
foreclosed  the  mortgage.  It  was  a  sad 
day  and  a  sad  scene  to  see  this  man  com- 
pelled to  gather  up  his  earthly  belongings 
and  move  out  of  the  old  homestead  that 
was  so  sacred  and  dear  to  him  and  his 
relatives.  With  each  armful  of  furniture 
loaded  into  the  van  he  would  burst  into 
tears  over  his  loss. 

A  friend  passing  by  saw  his  anguish 
and  distress,  and,  moved  with  compassion 
and  pity,  he  went  to  the  holder  of  the 
mortgage  and  said :  "  I  know  you  don't 
want  this  old  homestead.  I  know  all  you 
care  about  is  your  principal  and  interest. 
I  have  seen  the  sorrow  of  this  man  who 
has  been  forced  to  leave  the  old  estate, 
and  I  am  moved  with  compassion  to  re- 
turn it  to  him.  I  have  money  to  pay  you, 
and  I  will  buy  the  mortgage.  I  will  pay 
both  principal  and  interest  if  you  will  let 
the  title  pass  to  me." 

It  was  done,  and  then  this  good  friend 
went  to  the  one  in  distress  and  said :  "  I 


saw  your  sorrow  and  anguish  in  leaving 
the  old  homestead.  It  is  now  mine;  I 
have  purchased  it,  and  I  propose  to  return 
it  to  you  upon  easy  terms  to  which  you 
can  subscribe."  The  terms  were  specified 
and  accepted,  and  this  outcast  was  per- 
mitted to  come  back.  What  a  glad  day 
it  was  to  him  that  he  could  return  once 
more  to  those  dear  old  familiar  surround- 
ings.   A  wonderful  friend,  was  he  not? 

That  is  the  kind  of  friend  mankind  has 
in  Jesus  Christ,  for  everyone  who  has 
come  into  this  world  entered  for  the  first 
time  into  a  glorious  mortal  body  upon 
which  there  was  a  mortgage — the  mort- 
gage of  death.  Love  this  body  as  we  will 
— and  we  ought  to  love  it  and  cherish  it 
and  take  good  care  of  it — there  will  come 
a  day  when  the  mortgage  will  be  fore- 
closed. Not  one  of  us  has  the  ability  to 
pay  the  price  to  preserve  from  death  these 
mortal  bodies.  The  mortgage  will  be  fore- 
closed whether  we  welcome  it  or  not; 
willingly  or  unwillingly  we  shall  one  day 
be  ejected  from  this  mortal  tabernacle  and 
leave  it;  and  when  we  are  out  of  it — the 
Lord  revealed  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  that  even  the  righteous  would  look 
upon  the  absence  of  their  spirits  from 
their  bodies  as  a  state  like  unto  bondage, 
and  would  long  for  the  union'  of  the  spirit 
with  the  body  again.  Jesus  Christ  knew 
when  He  laid  the  foundations  of  the  world 
what  joy  we  would  have  by  coming  and 
dwelling  in  this  world,  for  we  shouted  for 
joy  that  an  earth  was  to  be  prepared 
whereon  we  should  dwell.  Not  one  of  us 
was  whipped  here;  we  came  gladly  and 
willingly,  although  undoubtedly  we  knew 
that  it  meant  sorrow,  distress,  pain  and 
ultimate  death.  We  knew  also  that  beyond 
this  vale  would  be  a  grand  future,  for  we 
had  seen  the  vistas  of  the  future  rising 
endlessly  onward  and  upward,  even  to  the 
very  throne  of  God. 

The  Work  and  Reward  of  Christ. 

We  knew  that  we  could  not  ascend  those 
heights  without  coming  down  into  this 
mortal  world,  and  so  we  came  gladly  and 
willingly.  And  yet,  Jesus  Christ  knew 
the  bondage  we  would  feel  when  once  we 
had  been  in  contact  with  the  physical,  to 
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be  separated  from  it.  The  spirit  united 
with  the  body  makes  for  the  joy  of  man, 
and  to  separate  the  spirit  from  the  body, 
either  in  mortality  or  immortality,  will 
never  make  for  the  complete  happiness  of 
man.  Knowing  that,  even  before  coming 
into  the  world,  Jesus  Christ  had  prepared 
to  pay  the  price  to  redeem  that  mortgage. 
It  was  not  in  values  such  as  we  know, 
but  by  the  death  of  this  sinless  One,  by  the 
death  of  this  God,  who  earned  eternal 
values  of  such  a  character  that  He  could 
go,  and  He  did  go  and  bartered  with 
death ;  and  the  scriptures  say,  and  say 
truly,  that  "  He  hath  purchased  us."  He 
has  bought  every  one  of  us  so  far  as  our 
mortal  bodies  are  concerned.  He  has 
settled  with  death.  The  title  is  His,  and 
he  proposes  to  restore  to  us  this  house  that 
we  love,  this  body  from  which  we  shall 
be  separated.  He  proposed  to  return  it 
to  us  on  conditions  that  are  easy,  within 
our  power — that  of  the  poor  as  well  as 
that  of  the  rich — and  if  we  comply  with 
the  fulness  of  His  Gospel  we  shall  receive 
these  glorious  bodies,  not  as  they  were, 
but  immortalised,  celestialised,  glorified, 
fitted  to  dwell  in  God's  presence,  in  the 
celestial  kingdom,  forever  and  ever. 
Failing  in  that,  we  shall  yet  have  another 
opportunity;  having  kept  the  law  in  part, 
we  shall  receive  bodies  terrestrialised, 
fitted  to  dwell  in  terrestrial  glory — far 
beyond  the  state  and  the  condition  of 
mortality.  And  still  for  those  who  fail 
to  ascend  unto  these  heights,  there  comes 
the  privilege  and  opportunity  to  reach  a 
telestial  state  of  glory — salvation  with  a 
telestial  body,  fitted  to  dwell  in  that  glory ; 
and  even  this  condition  is  beyond  the 
power  of  mortal  man  to  conceive  of. 

The  Authoritative  Voice  of  Christ. 

So,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  this  won- 
derful Friend  has  indeed  purchased  us, 
and  He  came  to  earth  to  do  it;  He  came 
to  pay  the  price,  and  He  holds  the  key 
and  shall  unlock  the  door  for  the  exalta- 
tion and  the  salvation,  according  to  man's 
will  and  desire,  according  to  the  price  we 
pay,  to  bring  us  to  glory,  to  immortality 
and  eternal  life.  That  is  God's  gift  to 
the  world — this  precious  Son.    He  did  die 


and  rose  from  the  dead.  The  fact  of  His 
resurrection  is  the  most  outstanding  thing 
of  His  whole  career;  for  while  it  was  not 
easy  for  men  to  contemplate  or  understand 
His  miraculous  birth — many  were  doubt- 
ing that — but  who  had  broken  the  seal 
of  death  until  His  time?  Countless 
millions  had  gone  the  way  of  all  flesh  and 
had  remained  silent  so  far  as  the  tomb 
was  concerned;  but  here  was  One  who 
came  with  power  in  His  hand  to  conquer 
and  master  even  death  itself  and  over- 
come it.  No  power  with  which  man  is 
confronted  did  Jesus  Christ  stand  helpless 
before.  The  winds  and  the  waves  obeyed 
His  voice,  disease  was  overcome,  ailments 
and  affliction  yielded ;  even  the  very  ele- 
ments obeyed  Him  and  produced  their 
wine,  their  loaves,  and  their  fishes.  Death 
itself  had  no  power  over  Him,  for  He 
broke  the  bands  and  opened  the  way  and 
is  Master  of  all  things.  If  I  could  not 
bring  myself  to  believe  of  Him  as 
miraculously  conceived  as  the  very  Son 
of  God,  by  the  authority  of  accredited 
witnesses,  if  He  held  this  marvellous 
power — that  all  things  yielded  to  Him, 
even  death  itself,  I  would  gladly  accept 
Him  and  follow  Him,  because  no  one  else 
has  ever  done  what  he  had  done.  He 
holds  the  key,  He  leads  the  way,  He  is 
the  Prince  of  Life,  and  by  and  through 
Him  shall  the  resurrection  come  to  every 
man  and  woman.  All  shall  arise.  He 
lives  as  real  to-day  as  He  did  when  He 
walked  among  men  in  mortality. 

Joseph  Smith's  testimony  and  that  of 
his  associates  is  to  the  effect  that  He  did, 
after  the  silence  of  the  ages,  speak  again 
and  reveal  Himself  a  real  entity,  an  in- 
dividuality as  real  as  when  the  angel 
standing  by  said  to  the  sorrowing  disciples 
when  last  He  was  seen  among  men :  "  Ye 
men  of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up 
into  heaven?  this  same  Jesus,  which  is 
taken  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come 
in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go 
into  heaven."  A  few  saw  Him  ascend; 
a  few  have  already  seen  Him  descend ; 
but  He  shall  come  also  unto  His  temple 
as  the  prophets  have  declared.  Yes,  and 
the  day  shall  come  when  even  the  wicked 
shall  see  Him  and  shall  fall  down  and  call 
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for  the  rocks  to  fall  upon  them,  to  hide 
them  from  His  marvellous  presence.  The 
day  of  His  return  speeds  on,  thank  God, 
and  with  each  passing  year  we  are  drawing 
nearer  unto  that  glorious  day  when  He 
shall  come  again  to  earth  among  men  in 
mortality,  as  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords.  And  the  world  will  be  willing  to 
accept  Him. 

Work  in  Preparation. 

I  declare  to  you,  my  brethren  and 
sisters,  that  there  is  no  power  on  earth 
nor  never  shall  there  be  by  all  the  schemes 
or  plans  of  men,  that  shall  establish  peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  to  men,  except 
this  Prince  of  Peace,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Men  shall  yet  see  days  of  sorrow 
and  trouble,  turmoil  and  strife ;  and  battle 
will  wage  until  men  shall  be  brought  to 
the  end  of  their  own  resources,  having 
exhausted  every  means  and  power  to  estab- 
lish that  order  of  things  which  He  alone 
holds  the  key  to  establish ;  and  in  humility 
they  shall  come  and  acknowledge  Him  and 
welcome  Him  when  He  does  come.  He 
will  not  come  until  they  are  ready  for 
Him  and  are  Mailing  to  make  Him  King 
of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords. 

But  in  the  meantime  His  work  goes 
forward  in  preparation  for  His  coming. 
The  foundation  was  laid  one  hundred 
years  ago  by  this  great  modern  prophet, 
Joseph  Smith,  who,  I  say,  did  more  than 
any  other  mortal  man  since  the  death  of 
the  Apostles  of  the  Lord  Himself,  to  give 
the  world  a  true  and  genuine  conception 
of  the  mission  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

All  honour  and  glory  to  the  King  of 
kings  !  May  the  time  speedily  come  when 
He  shall  return  to  us.  All  honour  and 
glory  to  the  great  prophet  who  prepared 
the  way  for  the  coming  of  his  Lord  and 
Master,  who  laid  the  foundation,  who 
lifted  up  the  banner  and  has  given  the 
world  a  true  conception  of  the  mission 
and  the  ministry  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
The  Lord  speed  the  day  of  Christ's 
glorious  coming  to  reign  and  rule  with 
men  upon  the  earth,  and  the  coming  of 
the  holy  Saints  of  the  ages  that  are  past ! 
God  speed  forth  every  measure  of  good 
will  among  men  upon  the  earth,  in  pre- 


paration for  it ;  for  I  bear  witness  to  you, 
my  brethren  and  sisters,  that  I  see  in  all 
the  lands  of  the  earth  God  working  among 
the  nations.  I  see  His  power  manifest.  I 
see  measures  going  forward  by  men  who 
know  not  even  what  they  are  doing;  but 
they  are  God's  instruments  preparing  the 
way  for  that  glorious  coming.  The  events 
of  the  next  hundred  years — the  Church 
having  been  in  existence  one  hundred 
years — will  reveal  so  much  that  if  I  could 
tell  you  of  them  you  would  scarcely  believe 
the  miraculous  things  that  will  happen 
in  that  time,  looking  to  the  fulfilment  and 
completion  of  those  great  and  marvellous 
promises  that  have  been  made,  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  that  order 
of  things  that  will  be  in  readiness  for 
the  King  of  Glory;  for  come  He  will. 

I  bear  my  testimony  and  witness  to  you 
that  I  know  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary;  that  He  was  indeed  the 
very  Son  of  God.  I  bear  witness  that  I 
know  that  He  rose  from  the  dead,  and 
that  He  is  as  real  to-day  as  He  was  when 
the  doubting  Thomas  thrust  his  hand  into 
the  side  of  Jesus  and  felt  there  the  wound 
made  by  the  spear.  I  know  as  well  that 
He  lives  as  that  doubting  Thomas  did 
when,  after  these  manifestations,  he  was 
convinced  and  cried  out :  "  My  Lord  and 
my  God !  "  I  know  as  well  to-day  as  I 
shall  know  when  I  shall  stand  in  His 
presence  and  hear  the  magic  of  His  voice 
and  look  upon  His  glorified  countenance, 
or  feel  also  the  prints  of  the  nails  in  His 
hands  and  feet.  I  know  that  He  lives, 
and  I  know  that  He  is  the  world's 
Redeemer  and  Saviour,  their  only  hope. 

God  bless  us  during  these  holiday 
festivities,  that  we  shall  not  be  carried 
away  with  enjoyment  to  such  an  extent 
that  we  shall  forget  to  pay  homage  and 
respect — proper  homage  and  proper  re- 
spect— to  Him  whose  birth  we  celebrate, 
in  glorifying  Him  by  keeping  His  com- 
mandments and  contributing  something  to 
help  prepare  that  state  and  order  of  things 
that  must  obtain  before  He  shall  come 
again. 

God  bless  the  Latter-day  Saints  and 
all  people  everywhere  who  believe  in  this 
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King  of  kings,  that  they  shall  be  moved 
to  honour  Him,  to  magnify  Him  by 
exemplifying  in  their  lives  His  teachings, 
and  show  forth  their  love  of  Him  by  keep- 
ing His  commandments,  I  pray,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


WHAT    IS    GOD    LIKE? 

By  De.  James  E.  Talmage. 


What  is  God  like?  I  pray  you  be  not 
shocked  at  the  boldness  of  the  question, 
for  it  is  put  in  all  sincerity  and  with 
reverential  intent.  Many  of  us  have 
thought  about  it  and  some  few  have  had 
the  courage  to  follow  it  up  by  the  aid  of 
reason,  research  and  prayer;  but  the 
results  achieved  and  announced  by  investi- 
gators are  numerous  and  diverse. 

The  question  involves  comparison  and 
analogy.  Who  or  what  is  sufficiently  like 
God  as  to  justify  us  in  saying  that  God  is 
like  unto  him  or  it?  To  the  conscientious 
reader  of  and  believer  in  the  Holy  Bible 
a  definite  answer  appeals  with  an  intensity 
that  may  be  convincing.  In  the  very  brief 
account  of  the  stages  of  creation  by  which 
the  earth  was  formed  and  made  fit  for 
the  abode  of  life — plant,  animal  and 
human — as  recorded  in  the  first  chapter 
of  Genesis,  we  read : 

"  And  God  said,  Let  us  make  mm  in 
our  image,  after  our  likeness;  ...  ,  80 
God  created  man  in  his  oivn  image,  in  the 
image  of  God,  created  he  him.    .    .     ." 

Literal,  Not  Figurative. 

By  what  change  in  wording  could  this 
declaration  be  made  simpler,  clearer  or 
more  truly  devoid  of  ambiguity?  The 
accepted  definition  of  "  image "  in  the 
application  herein  made  is  a  "  visible  re- 
presentation of  a  person  or  thing  " ;  and 
the  term  "  likeness  "  is  a  close  synonym. 
Clearly  these  terms  are  used  in  the  passage 
cited  in  the  literal  sense  in  which  they  are 
current  in  the  language.  In  Genesis  5 :1 
we  read  of  the  day  in  which  God  created 
man,  and  are  again  assured  that  "in  the 
likeness  of  God  made  he  him  " ;  and  in 
the  third  verse  of  the  same  chapter  we 


are  told  that  Adam  "  begat  a  son  in  his 
own  likeness,  after  his  image;  and  called 
his  name  Seth."  One  would  have  to 
imagine  an  interpretation  so  strained  as 
to  be  absurd  in  even  suggesting  that  this 
latter  passage  of  Scripture  means  any- 
thing else '  but  that  Seth  resembled  his 
father  Adam  so  closely  as  to  be  the  very 
image  of  his  father. 

All  these  uses  of  the  word  "  image " 
are  translations  of  the  same  Hebrew  term  ; 
it  is  therefore  consistent  to  hold  that  they 
have  one  and  the  same  meaning.  Such 
also  is  the  original  of  "  image  "  as  descrip- 
tive of  the  golden  effigy  set  up  by 
Nebuchadnezzar,  and  of  other  uses  of  the 
term  as  applied  to  idols. 

Note  further  the  significant  passage  in 
the  Decalogue :  "  Thou  shalt  not  make 
unto  thee  any  graven  image  or  any  like- 
ness of  anything,"  etc.  (Exodus  20:4). 
This  injunction  especially  forbade  the 
making  of  images  or  likenesses  of  things 
with  idolatrous  purpose;  and  the  expres- 
sions are  plainly  used  in  the  common  and 
literal  sense. 

Christ  Like  Unto  the  Father. 

During  His  earth-life,  covering  a  third 
of  a  century,  Jesus  Christ  was  in  every 
physical  sense  a  man;  His  body  of  flesh 
and  bones  was  tangible  and  real,  and  the 
Scriptures  aver  that  Christ  is  the  image 
of  God  (2  Cor.  4:4),  "the  im.age  of  the 
invisible  God"  (Col.  1:15),  "  the  express 
image  of  his  person  "  (Heb.  1 :3). 

On  the  night  of  our  Lord's  betrayal, 
Philip,  one  of  the  Apostles,  said  unto 
Jesus :  "  Lord,  shew  us  the  Father  and  it 
sufficeth  us.  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  Have 
I  been  so  long  time  with  you,  and  yet  hast 
thou  not  known  me,  Philip  ?  he  that  hath 
seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father;  and  how 
savest  thou  then,  Shew  us  the  Father?" 
(John  14:8,  9). 

The  Scriptures  are  definite  in  declaring 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  true  presentment 
of  His  Father — the  Supreme  Being  whom 
we  address  as  "  Our  Father  " — God  the 
Eternal  Father.  And  it  is  affirmed  with 
equal  certainty  that  man  is  in  bodily  form 
the  likeness  of  the  Christ,  the  very  image 
of  God. 
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The  adult  body  of  man  conforms  in 
varying  degrees  to  the  contour  and  shape 
of  the  spirit  that  tenants  it.  Granted 
that  through  the  ills  resulting  from  trans- 
gression, on  one's  own  part  or  as  entailed 
through  heredity,  many  a  man  is  of  imper- 
fect body,  and  in  the  measure  of  his 
defects  differs  from  the  God-like  type. 
Imperfection  or  deficiency  in  the  indi- 
vidual, however,  is  no  proof  that  perfec- 
tion is  non-existent,  but  to  the  contrary. 

Many  centuries  before  His  birth  in  the 
flesh,  Jesus  Christ,  then  known  and  wor- 
shipped as  Jehovah,  manifested  Himself 
physically  to  a  certain  Jaredite  prophet, 
saying  to  the  man :  "  Seest  thou  that  ye 
are  created  after  mine  own  image?  Yea, 
even  all  men  were  created  in  the  beginning 
after  mine  own  image.  Behold,  this  body, 
which  ye  now  behold,  is  the  body  of  my 
spirit;  and  man  have  I  created  after  the 
body  of  my  spirit;  and  even  as  I  appear 
unto  thee  to  be  in  the  spirit  will  I  appear 
unto  my  people  in  the  flesh  "  (Book  of 
Mormon,  Ether  3:15-16). 

Through  long  ages  of  spiritual  darkness 
man  has  persistently  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge or  admit  his  high  estate  as  a  child 
of  God  embodied  in  the  image  and  likeness 
of  his  Divine  Father.  Unable  to  conceive 
of  organic  form  and  structure  superior  to 
his  own  human  body,  and  professing  belief 
in  a  Supreme  Being,  he  has  felt  con- 
strained, through  rejection  of  the  plain 
and  simple  truth,  to  deny  the  existence  of 
a  Personal  God,  and  to  devise  the  fantasy 
of  an  illimitable  being,  filling  all  space, 
without  form  and  therefore  void,  yet 
ascribing  to  this  shapeless  and  substance- 
less  nonentity  the  attributes  of  omni- 
science, omnipotence,  and  others  actually 
divine. 

So  deeply  has  this  error  been  engraved 
in  the  human  mind,  so  rigorously  im- 
pressed by  human  precept  and  dogma,  that 
the  conception  of  God  as  being  in  the 
form  of  man,  or  man  being  in  the  physical 
image  and  likeness  of  God,  has  become 
abhorrent  to  many.  Yet  men  have 
suffered  martyrdom  in  testimony  of  the 
ennobling  truth.  A  century  and  a  half 
before  the  Christian  era  began,  Abinadi, 


a  Nephite  prophet,  was  burned  to  death 
by  apostate  priests;  and  this  evil  thing 
was  done  because  he  had  declared  that 
Christ  "  should  take  upon  him  the  image 
of  man,  and  it  should  be  the  image  after 
which  man  was  created  in  the  beginning; 
or  in  other  words,  he  said  that  man  was 
created  after  the  image  of  God,  and  that 
God  should  come  down  among  the  children 
of  men,  and  take  upon  him  flesh  and 
blood,  and  go  forth  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth"  (Book  of  Mormon,  Mosiah  7:27). 

Personal  Manifestations  of  God 
to  Man. 

Knowledge  of  a  Personal  God  was  given 
to  the  human  race  in  the  beginning.  Adam 
talked  with  God  both  before  and  after 
the  man's  transgression  and,  if  the  voice 
of  Deity  had  been  silent  from  that  time 
on  for  many  generations,  that  knowledge 
would  have  abided  among  men,  for  Adam 
lived  to  see  many  generations  of  his  pos- 
terity grow  to  advanced  years,  and  doubt- 
less they  learned  from  their  patriarchal 
father  of  his  personal  knowledge  of  God 
and  associations  with  Him.  Enoch,  father 
of  Methuselah,  "  walked  with  God "  as 
recorded  in  Genesis,  and  as  more  fully 
set  forth  in  the  Book  of  Moses,  wherein 
the  personal  affirmation  of  Enoch  is  thus 
given :  "  T  beheld  the  heavens  open,  and 
I  was  clothed  upon  with  glory;  and  I  saw 
the  Lord;  and  he  stood  before  my  face, 
and  he  talked  with  me,  even  as  a  man 
talketh  one  with  another,  face  to  face ;  and 
he  said  unto  me :  Look,  and  I  will  show 
thee  the  world  for  the  space  of  many 
generations  "  (Pearl  of  Great  Price,  Moses 
7:3,  4). 

Noah,  who  lived  many  years  during  the 
lifetime  of  his  father,  Lamech,  must  have 
learned  from  him  that  God  had  mani- 
fested Himself  to  the  earlier  prophets; 
and  Lamech  must  have  heard  that  great 
truth  from  the  lips  of  Adam,  for  the  two 
were  contemporaries  for  over  a  century. 
Thus  a  knowledge  of  God,  as  a  Personal 
Being,  based  upon  actual  association,  was 
carried  through  the  Deluge.  Moreover, 
God  had  revealed  Himself  to  Noah  in  a 
special  manner,  for  of  him  we  read,  as 
of  Enoch,  that  "  he  walked  with  God." 
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In  like  manner  God  made  Himself  known 
to  Abraham,  to  Isaac  and  to  Jacob,  with 
whom  he  had  such  direct  communication 
as  to  be  called  from  that  time  down  to  the 
present  the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac  and 
of  Jacob.     Unto  Moses  the  Lord  made 


Himself  known  by  intimate  and  personal 
association,  of  which  fact  a  single  instance 
may  suffice :  "  And  the  Lord  spake  unto 
Moses  face  to  face,  as  a  man  speaketh  unto 
his  friend"  (Exodus  33:11). 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE   SEVEN    PRESIDENTS   OF    THE    CHURCH    OF    JESUS 
CHRIST     OF      LATTER-DAY      SAINTS. 

By  Db.  James  E.  Talmage. 


(Continued  from   last  issue.) 
•  Brigham   Young.  j 

Brigham  Young,  second  President  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  was  born  at  Whittingham,  Vt., 
June  1,  1801,  and  died  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  August  29,  1877.  Forty-five  of  his 
seventy-six  years  of  life  were  devoted  to 
the  Church  of  which  he  had  become  a 
member  by  baptism  in  1832.  His  first 
reading  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  had  con- 
vinced him  of  the  genuineness  of  that 
latter-day  version  of  an  ancient  scripture 
and  he  came  into  the  Church  as  a  convert 
of  mature  mind,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one. 

As  Peter  and  his  associates  left  their 
nets  to  become  fishers  of  men,  Brigham 
Young  sacrificed  a  good  trade  as  car- 
penter, painter  and  glazier,  to  become  a 
missionary.  He  was  sent  to  Canada  as 
an  ordained  elder  in  the  Church  and  there 
became  eminently  successful  as  a  preacher 
and  proselyter.  When  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles  was  established  through 
revelation,  Brigham  Young  became  a 
member  of  that  body;  and  at  the  time  of 
Joseph  Smith's  death  was  the  senior 
apostle  in  term  of  service,  and  therefore 
the  president  of  the  apostolic  quorum. 
To  this  position  he  had  succeeded  while 
serving  with  several  of  his  fellow-apostles 
on  a  mission  in  Great  Britain.  Following 
his  return  to  the  United  States  he  met 
with  fidelity  and  skill  the  many  duties 
laid  upon  him  in  connection  with  the 
material  or  practical  affairs  of  the  people. 


particularly  in  the  building  of  the  city, 
Nauvoo,  111.,  and  in  the  erection  of  the 
great  temple  there,  travelling  between 
times  and  ever  energetic  in  missionary 
service,  particularly  in  the  eastern  states. 

Succession  in  Presidency. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the 
martyrdom  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  and  his 
brother  Hyrum  produced  consternation 
among  the  people  of  the  Church;  for  not- 
withstanding the  care  with  which  the 
slain  leader  had  explained  the  order  and 
plan  of  authority  in  the  Church,  many 
of  the  members  had  failed  to  comprehend. 
The  Church,  fourteen  years  old,  had  been 
suddenly  and  tragically  bereft  of  him  who 
from  its  birth  had  been  its  earthly  head. 
Many  had  been  the  predictions  that  with- 
out the  forceful — some  said  supernatural 
— personality  of  Joseph  Smith  the 
Church  would  wither  and  die,  showing 
itself  to  have  been,  like  many  another 
sporadic  system  of  religion,  but  a  mush- 
room of  the  night.  In  fact,  however,  the 
people  paused  only  to  bury  their  beloved 
dead,  dry  their  tears,  and  then  resumed 
their  ever  upward,  onward  course. 

Through  the  revelations  received  and 
published  by  the  Prophet  Joseph,  the  Lord 
had  made  plain  that  in  His  Church  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  stood  next 
in  authority  to  the  First  Presidency, 
which  comprises  the  President  and  two 
associated  high  priests  known  as  his 
Counsellors.  As  the  President  of  the 
Twelve,  Brigham  Young  became  the  pre- 
siding officer  in  the  Church,  and  was  so 
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sustained  by  the  vote  of  the  people,  as- 
sembled at  Nauvoo,  August  8,  1844,  the 
specific  question  upon  which  they  voted 
being  that  of  their  acceptance  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  as  the 
presiding  body  in  the  Church. 

Many  of  the  assembled  saints  bore  in- 
dependent and  forceful  testimony  that  as 
President  Brigham  Young  addressed 
them  he  was  transfigured  in  their  sight 
in  that  he  appeared  in  form,  feature  and 
voice  like  unto  the  Prophet  Joseph  in 
person. 

From  June,  1844.  until  December,  1847, 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,  with 
Brigham  Young  as  their  leader,  officiated 
as  the  supreme  council  of  the  Church. 
In  the  year  last  named,  at  an  assembly 
held  in  Winter  Quarters,  near  the  present 
site  of  Council  Bluffs,  la.,  Brigham  Young 
was  nominated  by  the  Twelve  and  unani- 
mously sustained  as  the  President  of  the 
Church.  This  was  on  December  4,  1847. 
Three  weeks  later,  at  a  general  conference 
of  the  Church,  the  people  confirmed  this 
action,  in  sustaining  Brigham  Young  and 
the  counsellors  whom  he  had  nominated, 
and  thus  the  First  Presidency  was  again 
organized. 

A  Master  Pioneer. 

In  the  meantime  the  Church  had  de- 
termined upon  its  westward  march. 
Before  the  fury  of  mob  violence  and  offi- 
cial intolerance,  amounting  to  tyranny, 
the  people  abandoned  their  homes  and 
set  out  toward  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in 
the  midst  of  which,  as  the  Prophet  Joseph 
had  predicted,  the  Latter-day  Saints  were 
destined  to  become  a  mighty  people. 

The  pioneer  band,  led  by  Brigham 
Young,  in  person,  and  totalling  148  souls, 
these  including  three  women  and  two 
children,  reached  the  valley  of  the  Great. 
Salt  Lake,  then  part  of  the  Mexican 
domain,  in  July,  1847,  and  the  24th  day 
of  that  month  is  legally  established  as 
Pioneer  Day  in  Utah. 

Brigham  Young  and  others  returned 
to  the  Missouri  to  assist  further  migra- 
tion and  immigrants  arrived  in  such 
numbers  that  by  the  autumn  of  1848  the 


population  in  the  valley  numbered  about 
five  thousand.  By  treaty  the  area  had 
been  acquired  by  the  United  States  from 
Mexico,  and  the  people  petitioned  Con- 
gress for  a  state  government,  meanwhile 
organizing  themselves  as  the  Provisional 
State  of  Deseret.  Statehood  was  denied, 
but  in  September,  1850,  the  Territory  of 
Utah  was  organized  with  Brigham  Young 
as  governor  under  appointment  of  Millard 
Fillmore,  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  Leader  of  Men. 

President  Brigham  Young  was  a  leader 
by  nature  and  experience.  To  him  was 
given  the  blessed  privilege  of  seeing  the 
desert  transformed  under  his  able  guid- 
ance, to  see  cities  and  towns  come  into 
being  under  the  ever  potent  magic  of  hard 
work  well  directed,  to  build  temples,  to  be 
largely  instrumental  in  bringing  hither 
the  railroad  and  the  telegraph,  and  to 
witness  the  abundant  fulfilment  of  his 
predecessors'  prediction  that  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  should  become  a  great  and 
prosperous  people  in  these  valleys. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
rumours  had  floated  eastward  to  the  effect 
that  the  "  Mormons "  had  seceded  and 
had  been  planning  the  establishment  of 
an  independent  government,  the  malicious 
thought  being  that  as  there  was  already 
a  North  and  a  South,  why  should  there 
not  be  an  independent  West?  When  the 
Overland  Telegraph  reached  Salt  Lake 
City,  in  October,  1861,  the  first  message 
sent  through  that  nerve  of  steel  from  these 
mountain  fastnesses,  was  that  of  Governor 
Brigham  Young,  saying :  "  Utah  has  not 
seceded,  but  is  firm  for  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  our  once  happy  country." 

When  Brigham  Young  passed  from 
earth  he  was  mourned  of  the  people  as 
deeply  as  was  Moses  of  Israel.  And  had 
he  not  proved  himself  a  Moses,  aye,  and 
a  Joshua,  too?  He  had  led  the  people 
into  the  land  of  promise,  and  had  divided 
unto  them  their  inheritances.  He  was  a 
man  with  clear  title  as  one  of  the  small 
brotherhood  we  call  great.  As  carpenter, 
farmer,  pioneer,  capitalist,  financier, 
preacher,  apostle,  prophet— in  everything 
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he  was  a  leader  among  men.  Even  those 
who  opposed  him  in  policy  and  religion 
respected  him  for  his  talents,  his  mag- 
nanimity, his  liberality,  and  his  manli- 
ness; and  years  after  his  demise,  men 
who  had  refused  him  honour  while  alive 
brought  their  mites  and  their  gold  to  erect 
a  monument  of  stone  and  bronze  to  the 
memory  of  this  man  who  needs  it  not. 
With  his  death  closed  another  epoch  in 
the  history  of  his  people,  and  a  successor 
arose,  one  who  was  capable  of  leading  and 
judging  under  the  changed  conditions. 

(To  he  continued.) 


Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we 
attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us 
in  the  resurrection. 


CENTENNIAL    PROVERBS. 


Whoever  celebrates  this  Centennial  Year 
by  teaching  the  Gospel  to  a  friend,  thus 
bringing  the  light  of  truth  to  a  darkened 
soul,  happy  is  he;  he  shall  increase  in 
knowledge  and  pure  joy. 

To  the  person  who,  needing  a  tract  to 
explain  Gospel  truths  to  an  acquaintance, 
prepares  one  as  his  contribution  to  the 
Centennial  missionary  programme,  shall 
come  love  and  honour  from  those  engaged 
in  the  Gospel  cause. 

He  who  is  afraid  of  rain  is  likewise 
afraid  of  his  own  shadow;  but  he  that 
courageously  goeth  tracting  in  wet 
weather,  shall  reap  a  reward  of  friends, 
a  clear  conscience,  and  possibly  converts ; 
and  his  ambitions  will  soar  and  his  clouds 
will  have  a  sunny,  silver  lining. 

To  him  who  gets  new  ideas  and  uses 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the  missionary 
cause  of  the  Lord,  shall  come  larger  op- 
portunities of  self-expression  and  self- 
betterment  :  "  the  new  year  means  little 
or  nothing  if  it  does  not  bring  new  ideas," 
and  a  willingness  to  use  them  for  righteous 
purposes. 

He  who  resides  in  a  lodge  where  con- 


ditions injurious  to  health  are  found, 
hammereth  a  nail  into  his  own  coffin 
each  day  he  lingers  there. 

The  positive,  "  do "  side  of  the  Word 
of  Wisdom  is  so  pleasing,  so  enticing,  so 
health-giving,  that  were  all  men  to  follow 
it  and  live  according  to  its  teachings,  they 
would  not  have  the  time  nor  the  inclina- 
tion to  disagree  with  its  negative,  or 
"don't"  side. 

Whoever  is  ready  to  wound  another 
shall  be  himself  wounded;  but  he  that 
lendeth  a  helping  hand  during  this  Cen- 
tennial Year,  shall  himself  receive  a  better 
understanding  of  the  "  pure  love  of 
Christ." 

The  sober,  upright,  clean-minded  person 
forgets  the  passing  tale;  but  the  gossip 
hound  runneth  his  legs  off  to  scatter  the 
muck. 

To  him  who  is  diligent  in  all  things, 
doing  whatever  his  task  may  be  and  seek- 
ing to  know  the  mind  and  will  of  the 
Lord,  shall  come  the  blessings  of  heaven; 
and  his  righteous  prayers  shall  be 
answered. 

A  rebellious  tongue  is  of  no  use  to 
our  Centennial  work,  but  willing  hands 
and  hearts,  ears  that  are  quick  to  listen 
to  the  voice  of  authority,  and  minds  in- 
telligent enough  to  have  faith  in  God  and 
in  His  servants,  will  combine  to  promote 
the  glorious  Gospel  cause  this  year. 

— Weston  N.  Nordgren. 


TRUTH'S    MESSAGE. 


Through  Joseph  Smith  the  ages  spoke. 
The  voice  of  God  men's  spirits  woke; 
Again  Christ  gave  the  battle  call- 
Redemption's  victory  o'er  the  fall. 
Clothed  with  the  Priesthood,  Joseph  rent 
The  shrouds  of  ignorance,  and  sent 
Abroad  the  glorious  message  clear — 
"  Salvation  is  to  all  who  hear ! 
To  all  who  follow  God's  command 
In  righteousness,  and  faithful  stand  !  " 

— Weston  N.  Nordgren. 
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ONE  HUNDRED  YEARS 
FOR  THEE. 


A  Centennial  Poem  by 
Miss  Ailsa  Bkown,  East  London. 


'Tis  just  a  hundred  years,  dear  Lord, 
Thy  Church  has  preached  of  Thee; 
And  still   Thy  elders  labour,  Lord, 
Unceasingly  for  Thee. 

Aye,  one  hundred  years  they've  laboured, 
Unceasingly  for  Thee; 
And  they  never  grow  weary 
When  men  heed  not  their  plea. 

One   hundred  years  have  wrought  great 

things 
Have  brought  us  truth  and  light, 
And  we  know,  ere  long  it  brings 
Sure  reward  and  might. 

One   hundred   years   they've   worked   for 

Thee, 
As,  from  Thy  temple,  men  can  see. 
One  hundred  years  they've  done  Thy  will, 
Till  thev  in  death,  lay  cold  and  still. 


RABBI    PRAISES    BOOK    OF 
MORMON. 


Facts  Agree   Historically  with 
Findings  in  East. 


"  Historically,  the  Book  of  Mormon 
coincides  exactly  with  my  findings  as  a 
result  of  16  years'  study  of  ancient  history 
and  languages,"  Rabbi  Jerome  Widisky, 
of  the  Beth  Aaron  Temple,  Boston,  Mass., 
declared  recently. 

Rabbi  Widisky  is  making  a  tour  of  the 
nation  in  lecturing  on  the  Jewish  Talmud 
and  Code.  "  There  is  some  doctrine  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon  with  which  I  do  not 
entirely  agree,  but  taking  the  book  as  a 
whole,  as  to  history,  doctrine  and  proper 
translation  and  use  of  words,  I  should 
say  the  book  is  80  per  cent,  correct,"  the 
Rabbi  added. 

Rabbi    Widisky   has    just    completed    a 


complete  translation  of  the  Talmud  and 
the  Jewish  Code  into  the  English  lan- 
guage. It  is  the  first  time  that  a 
complete  translation  has  been  made  from 
these  volumes  into  any  language,  the 
Rabbi  said. 

The  entire  work  consists  of  20  volumes 
of  Talmud  and  14  volumes  in  the  Jewish 
code,  which  is  now  being  printed  at  a  cost 
of  more  than  a  half  million  dollars,  he 
said.  Fourteen  volumes  of  Talmud  have 
been  translated  into  German. 

The  Talmud,  the  Rabbi  explained,  is 
a  translator  for  the  Old  Testament.  In 
order  to  make  complete  explanations  of 
these  historical  occurrences,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  make  a  complete  study  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  as  well  as  other  books, 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  mention 
the  name  several  times  in  the  books,  the 
visitor  said. 

These  translations  are  not  intended  for 
Jewish  people  alone.  They  will  be  sold 
at  cost,  as  the  plan  is  not  to  make  money. 
— "  Deseret  News,"  February  7,  1930. 


EDITORIAL. 


Centennial  Leaders. 


The  picture  of  the  former  presidents 
of  the  Church  and  its  present  presiding 
officers  appearing  on  the  first  page  of  this 
issue  will  be  of  much  interest  to  all 
readers  of  Cumorak's  Southern  Cross  as 
one  of  its  Centennial  features.  Not  only 
can  the  facial  likeness  of  the  world's 
leading  men  in  spiritual  matters  be  seen, 
but  one  can  behold  the  kind  expressions 
of  accountants,  agriculturists,  architects, 
doctors,  engineers,  financiers,  historians, 
lawyers,  linguists,  orators,  poets,  politi- 
cians, professors,  scientists,  teachers, 
writers,  etc.,  who  fear  God  and  do  His 
will.  Such  a  combination  of  men  in 
practices  of  business  form  the  highest 
quorums  and  organizations  in  authority 
in  the  Church. 
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This  picture  is  evidence  to  the  world 
that  men  from  all  important  vocations  in 
life  and  leading  fields  of  modern  educa- 
tion and  civil  attainment,  gladly  and 
reverently  lift  their  eyes  and  gaze  as  it 
were  on  the  heels  of  their  acknowledged 
Master,  the  Great  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
With  humility  in  their  worthy  souls  they 
are  thankful  for  life  and  that  they  have 
learned  enough  in  their  conquest  for  in- 
telligence to  call  God  Father.  They  have 
learned  the  greatest  lesson  in  life — That 
man  himself  is  a  child  of  God  and  that  to 
fear  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  knowl- 
edge and  wisdom. 

At  the  beginning  of  another  century  of 
the  existence  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  on  earth  it  is  encouraging  to  know 
that  humble,  meek,  wise,  intelligent  and 
good  men  are  at  its  head.  Doubtless  the 
Church  never  had  such  leadership. 

These  men  are  truly  inspired  of  Deity. 
To  recount  the  marvelous  visions,  revela- 
tions, prophecies,  experiences  and  personal 
attainments  and  manifestations  of  the 
Master  and  His  Father  to  these  men 
would  be  an  effort  too  worthy  for  the  less 
worthy. 

Their  lives  are  noble.  Their  wisdom  is 
better  than  rubies.  They  fear  the  Lord, 
hate  evil,  pride  and  arrogancy,  "  a  lying 
tongue  and  hands  that  shed  innocent 
blood,  an  heart  that  deviseth  wicked 
imaginations,  feet  that  be  swift  in  run- 
ning to  mischief,  a  false  witness  that 
speaketh  lies,  and  he  that  soweth  discord 
among  brethren  "  and  sisters. 

Their  lives  are  Christ  like.  Men  who 
will  lie  down  in  old  age  as  morally  clean 
and  pure  as  the  day  they  were  first 
cuddled  in  their  mother's  arms.  Men 
who  know  it  is  great  to  die  for  a  cause, 
but  that  it  is  equal  if  not  greater  to  live 
for  a  cause.  Men  who  do  not  partake 
of  stimulants,  alcohol,  tea  or  coffee.  Men 
who  know  not  the  taste  of  narcotics  and 
tobacco  only  as  it  comes  to  them  second 
hand  from  the  corroding  and  unclean 
pipe  or  the  nasty  cigar  or  cigarette  which 
friends  suck  and  cleave  to  as  if  babies 
to  a  cancerous  breast.     Men  who  give  not 


only  a  tithe  but  a  hundred  fold  as  the 
Lord  requires  of  them. 

Would  that  all  men  knew  these  men. 
Oh,  that  all  men  would  heed  their  teach- 
ings. It  is  the  crying  need  of  the  world. 
May  the  day  be  hastened  when  men  will 
accept  their  message  and  purify  their  lives 
and  live  in  that  degree  of  glory  in  earth 
life  that  these  men  would  have  them. 

May  longevity  of  life,  accompanied 
with  happiness,  health  and  strength  be 
theirs.  May  their  followers  strengthen 
them  as  Israel  held  up  the  arms  of  Joshua 
of  old.  May  the  Church  rally  to  obed- 
ience as  these  men  give  advice.  May  the 
saints  of  succeeding  years  be  blessed  with 
leaders  of  the  type  as  those  of  the  last 
one  hundred  years,  and  those  who  stand 
at  the  head  of  the  Church  this  Centennial 

year. — D. 

*       *       *       * 

Melvin  J.  Ballard. 


An  apostle  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
A  sure  witness  in  truth  and  fact  of  the 
reality  of  our  Savior.  A  lover  of  God. 
Fears*  not  man  but  Deity.  His  voice 
penetrates  to  the  marrow  of  one's  bones 
as  his  soul  is  poured  into  words  convey- 
ing to  hearers  the  personal  knowledge  he 
has  of  Jesus  our  Lord.  It  rings  with 
certainty  and  as  clear  as  an  angel's 
trumpet.  A  sweet  life.  Pure  as  the 
honey  of  plants.  To  partake  of  the  nectar 
of  his  heart  is  like  a  "  kiss  from  the  Gods." 
He  gives  the  sweets  to  a  spiritual  feast. 
Respects  and  honours  women.  Loved  by 
thousands  because  he  deserves  to  be  loved. 
Read  his  address,  "Nearness  of  Christ's 
Second  Coming,"  in  this  issue  of 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross. — D. 
*       *       *       * 

Church  Born  Again. 


The  Church  was  organised  on  the  6th 
of  April,  1830,  in  the  home  of  Peter  Whit- 
mer,  Snr.,  at  Fayette,  New  York.  After 
prayer  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  asked 
those  present  if  they  were  willing  to  accept 
him  and  Oliver  Cowdery  as  teachers  and 
to  organise  the  Church.  The  vote  was 
affirmative   and   unanimous.        Then   the 
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Prophet  ordained  Oliver  Cowdery  an  elder, 
whereupon  Oliver  ordained  him  to  the 
same  office.  They  had  already  been  or- 
dained by  Peter,  James  and  John,  but 
the  Church  members  had  not  yet  had 
an  opportunity  to  sustain  them.  After 
the  ordination,  they  partook  of  the  Sacra- 
ment, and  then  they  confirmed  all  the 
members  present.  The  spirit  of  the  Lord 
fell  upon  all  the  little  group  of  saints. 
Some  prophesied;  all  were  filled  with  joy. 
The  six  original  members  of  the  Church 
were:  Joseph  Smith,  Jnr.,  Hyrum  Smith, 
Samuel  H.  Smith,  Oliver  Cowdery,  Peter 
Whitmer,  Jnr.,  and  David  Whitmer,  and 
thus,  as  Elder  Orson  P.  Whitney  says, 
"  Arose,  as  a  system,  what  the  world  terms 
Mormon  ism,  universally  regarded  as  the 
most  remarkable  religious  movement  of 
modern  times;  detested  and  denounced 
throughout  Christendom  as  a  dangerous 
and  soul-destroying  imposture,  but  revered 
and  defended  by  its  disciples  as  the  won- 
derful work  of  the  Almighty,  the  veritable 
'  marvellous  work  and  wonder '  foretold 
by  Isaiah  and  other  ancient  seers." — D.  & 
C.  Commentary,  page  155. 


Church  Centennial   Celebration. 


In  all  parts  of  the  world  where  there 
are  members  of  the  Church  either  in  large 
or  small  numbers  and  dominions  April  5 
and  6  will  be  given  distinct  thought.  All 
are  no  doubt  aware  that  one  hundred 
years  ago  the  Church  was  organized  with 
six  members. 

Salt  Lake  City  will  be  crowded  with 
people  from  every  clime  in  the  world 
who  have  gathered  there  for  the  100th 
annual  conference  of  the  Church  so  that 
they  might  raise  their  voices  in  the  grand 
Hosanna  to  be  shouted  by  a  throng  of 
bundreds  and  thousands  and  also  to  listen 
to  the  words  of  the  appointed  leaders  of 
the  Church.  In  wards,  branches,  and 
small  gatherings,  programmes,  pageants, 
plays,  banquets,  meetings  and  times  of 
praising  the  Lord  will  be  enjoyed.  In 
the  South  African  Mission  each  branch 
will  uniquely  celebrate  this  glorious  event. 


It  is  a  rare  privilege  of  the  members  now 

living.     How  happy  all  should  be  to  join 

in  some  gathering  to  commemorate  this 

great  centenary.— D. 

*        *        *        * 

Centennial  Souvenirs. 


"  Seek  and  ye  shall  find." 

This  seems  to  be  the  motto  of  saints 
and  investigators  of  the  South  African 
Mission  in  making  opportunities  to  in- 
troduce that  great  organ  of  the  Restora- 
tion of  the  Gospel,  "  The  Book  of  Mor- 
mon," into  the  lives  of  their  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

Over  300  Books  of  Mormon  have  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  saints  and 
investigators  in  this  great  work  and  results 
are  beginning  to  pour  in. 

As  announced  in  the  January  issue  of 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross,  presents  and 
tokens  will  be  given  all  members  of  the 
Mission,  with  the  exception  of  the  elders, 
who  are  successful  in  selling  or  giving 
away  to  someone  interested,  one  or  more 
Books  of  Mormon. 

As  soon  as  an  award  is  merited,  the 
sfcint  or  investigator  disposing  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  should  notify  his  district  pre- 
sident in  writing,  stating  name  and 
address  of  the  person  doing  the  "  Cen- 
tennial Co-operative  Missionary  Work," 
and  award  merited,  with  particulars  as 
to  initials  desired,  and  so  on. 

District  presidents  will  forward  the 
information  to  mission  headquarters  and 
the  awards  will  be  supervised  by  Mission 
President  Don  Mack  Dalton. 


MISSION    NEWS 

Cape  District. 

"  Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Roads,  Mow- 
bray :  Elder  Bertram  J.  Glynn,  District 
President. 

"  Cumorah  "  has  been  a  veritable  centre 
of  reunions,  not  to  mention  alterations, 
remodellings  and  improvements  during 
the  past  month. 

After  a  month  during  which  President 
and  Sister  Dalton  were  practically  the 
only    ones    living    in    the    mission   home, 
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Sister  Lawrence  C.  Ratcliffe,  mother  of 
Elder  Bertram  J.  Glynn,  was  the  first 
arrival,  coming  February  25  for  a  short 
visit  before  going  to  America. 

The  next  arrival  was  the  Mission 
Secretary,  Elder  Yern  D.  Greene,  who 
returned  from  a  six  weeks'  tour  of  the 
Mission,  during  which  he  had  distributed 
250  Books  of  Mormon  in  the  "  Centennial 
Saints'  Co-operative  Missionary  Work." 
Following  him  Elder  Bertram  J.  Glynn, 
formerly  Kimberley-Bloemfontein  District 
President,  arrived  February  26,  prepara- 
tory to  leaving  for  America.  He  has  since 
been  made  Cape  District  President. 

Next  in  order  were  Elders  Clare  S. 
Barker  and  Kenneth  Sutherland,  who 
came  peddling  in  after  a  heavy  rain  storm, 
the  same  evening,  completing  a  three- 
hundred  mile  bicycle  trip  without  purse 
or  scrip,  during  which  they  reached  many 
interested  people,  especially  in  Robertson, 
where  they  stayed  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Adolf  Herbst.  Brother  Ratcliffe  arrived 
later  the  same  evening,  but  returned 
several  days  after  to  Karibib,  South-West 
Africa,  to  settle  up  his  business  affairs 
before  sailing  for  America. 

Sister  Kathleen  Harding,  formerly  of 
the  Johannesburg  Branch,  has  also  come 
to  Cape  Town  and  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Branch. 

An  evening  of  thoroughly  enjoyed 
games,  plus  a  big  watermelon  "  bust,"  was 
enjoyed  at  a  mutual  opening  social  on 
April  4. 

Making  still  another  addition  to 
"  Cumorah's "  household  and  a  fourth 
member  of  Cape  District  actively  engaged 
as  full-time  missionary,  Elder  Reuben  H. 
M.  Dix-Peek  was  set  apart,  March  10, 
to  labour  in  the  South  African  Mission, 
by  President  Don  Mack  Dalton. 

Branch  President  Thomas  Wilson, 
Brother  and  Sister  Beatrice  Julyan, 
Brother  John  and  Sister  Agnes  Wilson, 
children,  and  Brother  Walter  Park  have 
made  a  two  weeks'  motor  tour  to  East 
London  and  returned.  Elder  Thomas  Y. 
Wilson,  son  of  Brother  Wilson,  is  labour- 
ing in  East  London  District. 

An  enjoyable  missionary  farewell  hon- 


ouring Elder  Kenneth  Sutherland,  also 
of  Cape  District,  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  March  25,  prior  to  his  departure  to 
the  Transvaal  District. 

Incidentally  it  might  be  added  that  the 
Mission  Hall  is  repainted,  redecorated  and 
improved,  with  the  generous  assistance  of 
Brothers  Weymouth  and  Holman,  while 
the  living  quarters  of  "  Cumorah "  are 
scarcely  recognisable  after  so  many  new 
doors  being  made  and  other  rearrange- 
ments and  improvements  completed. 

Indications  are  that  the  Centennial 
Banquet  and  special  services  at  "  Cum- 
orah," Saturday  afternoon  and  evening, 
April  5,  and  Sunday,  April  6,  will  be 
thoroughly  enjoyed  and  appreciated. 
Costume  pageants,  tableaux,  addresses  and 
the  like  are  planned. 

*       *       *       * 

Port  Elizabeth, 

No.  23,  Chapel  Street,  Port  Elizabeth :  Elder 
Clare  B.  Christensen,  District  President. 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Association 
re-convened  February  6,  after  a  rest 
during  the  summer  months.  The  meetings 
thus  far  have  been  well  attended  and 
promise  to  be  unusually  successful.  A 
big  "  sAvim  "  and  "  watermelon  bust  "  was 
planned  for  the  Mutual  night  of  February 
13,  but  a  heavy  rain  interfered,  so  a  social 
was  held  in  the  hall  that  night  and  a 
series  of  games  played.  The  "  watermelon 
bust "  came  later,  on  the  night  of  Febru- 
ary 17,  out  on  the  seashore  beyond 
Humewood.  Some  of  the  party  took  their 
bathing  costumes  along  and  enjoyed  a 
dip  in  the  "briny." 

The  districts  of  Kensington,  both  old 
and  new,  have  been  tracted  during  the 
month.  Several  friends  were  made  in 
the  older  section  and  invitations  have 
been  extended  to  call  again. 

Port  Elizabeth  saints  are  much  pleased 
with  the  new  hymn  books,  money  for 
which  was  raised  by  a  series  of  entertain- 
ments in  the  homes  of  the  saints  and  by 
donations.  There  are  already  some  good 
singers  in  the  branch,  but  now  many 
more  are  expected  to  come  to  the  front 
and  show  their  talent  "  spreading  the 
Gospel  by  song." 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS 


15 


To  distribute  Books  of  Mormon  to  the 
saints  for  Co-operative  Missionary  Work 
and  also  to  broadcast  some  of  his  inimi- 
table smiles,  Elder  Vern  D.  Greene, 
Mission  Secretary,  arrived  in  Port  Eliza- 
beth, February  18.  The  day  before  his 
arrival  a  telegram  was  received  by  the 
elders  with  the  outstanding  words: 
"  Prepare  big  feed."  A  fresh  supply  of 
groceries  was  therefore  ordered.  This  to 
combat  any  ill-founded  ideas  that  the  Port 
Elizabeth  elders  have  in  past  times  de- 
clared altogether  too  many  fast  days 
during  the  stay  of  visiting  elders.  At 
any  rate,  Elder  Greene,  after  a  six-day 
visit,  including  a  trip  to  Uitenhage,  left 
Port  Elizabeth  for  Cape  Town,  smiling, 
and  with  his  avoirdupois  only  slightly 
diminished. 

A  trip  was  made  by  the  elders  to  King 
William's  Town,  February  25,  to  take  the 
lecture  outfit,  including  slides  on 
"Ancient  America"  and  "  Church  His- 
tory,-'' to  Elders  Maw  and  Wilson  of  the 
East  London  Disirict.  On  their  return 
trip  they  stopped  over  a  day  in  Fort 
Beaufort  and  tracted  the  business  men 
there,  leaving  six  Books  of  Mormon. 

Brother  Thomas  Muller  lost  his  wife, 
February  21.  The  funeral  was  held  Sun- 
day, February  23. 


Transvaal  District. 

No.  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg : 
Elder  Bertram  C.  Cutforth,  District 
President. 

Elders  A.  Kay  Berry  and  Herman  J. 
Smith  arrived  safely  in  Johannesburg, 
February  24,  completing  their  1,700  mile 
motor  cycle  tour  of  the  Union,  travelling 
without  purse  or  scrip.  Two  days  later 
Elder  Smith  took  the  train  for  Kimberley, 
where  he  will  continue  his  labours  as 
newly-appointed  President  of  Kimberley- 
Bloemfontein  District. 

Brother  Arthur  Fagan  of  the  Durban 
Branch  paid  "  Ramah  "  a  short  visit  while 
travelling  to  Ehodesia.  Latest  word  is 
to  the  effect  that  Brother  Fagan  has  now 
returned  to  Durban. 

The   branch   auxiliaries   have   been    re- 


organized and  have  commenced  function- 
ing for  the  Centennial  Year. 

Relief  Society  opened  on  February  12 
and  was  well  supported  by  the  sisters. 
Sister  Mary  E.  Vice  was  chosen  president. 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Association 
re-opened  February  11,  with  Brother 
Mervil  H.  Engh,  Y. M.M.I. A.,  president, 
and  Brother  F.  J.  Spear,  first  counsellor. 
Sister  Muriel  Groves  was  chosen  president 
of  the  Y.L.M.I.A.,  with  Sisters  Joyce 
Engh,  F.  J.  Spear  and  Daphne  Vice,  first 
and  second  counsellors  and  secretary 
respectively. 

The  Waterval  Branch  of  the  M.I.A. 
held  its  opening  meeting  March  5.  Sister 
Cecilia  Brummer  was  again  made  presi- 
dent, with  Sisters  Jenetta  Brummer  and 
Ada  Brummer  as  first  and  second  coun- 
sellors and  Brother  Johannes  Brummer 
secretary. 

A  branch  social  celebrating  the  opening 
of  the  M.I.A.  was  held  at  "  Ramah," 
February  28,  at  which  a  good  time  was 
had  by  all. 

Several  cottage  meetings  have  been  held 
in  the  District  during  the  past  month. 
One,  at  the  home  of  Brother  C.  G.  Cor- 
nelious,  at  Krugersdorp,  was  attended  by 
twelve  of  the  latter's  friends. 

A  re-union  commemorating  the  eighty- 
eighth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of 
the  Relief  Society,  was  held  at  "  Ramah  " 
on  the  evening  of  Monday,  March  17.  A 
delicious  and  sumptuous  birthday  cake, 
with  88  candles  on  it,  made  and  presented 
by  Sister  Engh,  added  to  the  success  of 
the  evening. 

The  saints  and  friends  are  eagerly 
awaiting  and  ardently  preparing  for  the 
great  Centennial  Celebration  to  be  held 
April    5  and  (i. 


Kimberley-Bloemfontein   District. 

No.  34a,  Old  De  Beers  Road,  Kimberley  ; 
69,  Krause  Street,  Bloemfontein  :  Elder 
Herman  J.  Smith,  District  President. 

President  Bertram  J.  Glynn,  of  Kim- 
berley-Bloemfontein District,  finished  his 
missionary  labours  in  Kimberley  and  left 
for  Cape  Town,  February  27.    Elder  Her- 


16 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS 


man  J.  Smith,  the  newly-appointed 
district  president,  coming  from  Johannes- 
burg, arrived  on  the  same  train  on  which 
Elder  Glynn  left, 

Elder  Glynn,  who  has  laboured  honour- 
ably in  the  South  African  Mission  for 
thirty  months,  has  been  appointed 
president  of  Cape  District  until  his  release 
shortly,  when  he  and  his  step-father  and 
mother,  Brother  and  Sister  L.  C.  Ratcliffe, 
will  leave  for  America. 

On  February  17  Elders  Glynn  and 
Robert  J.  Evans  made  a  country  trip  to 
Macfarland  on  bicycles.  Since  the  arrival 
of  Elder  Smith  the  elders  have  made  a 
motor  cycle  trip  to  Modder  River,  spend- 
ing the  day  tracting  and  visiting  Sisters 
Annie  Bryant  and  Lily  Mileham. 

Work  in  the  Branch  has  been  progress- 
ing about  the  same  as  usual,  with 
attendance  at  meetings  increasing. 

Bloemfontein. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  in  Bloem- 
fontein, Sunday,  February  24,  by  District 
President  Bertram  J.  Glynn,  and  was 
particularly  notable  in  that  this  was  the 
first  Branch  Conference  held  in  the 
Mission  without  the  Mission  President 
being  present,  indicating  the  growing 
responsibility  being  given  the  elders  and 
saints.  Speakers  at  the  Sunday  School 
and  evening  sessions  were  Sister  Florence 
E.  Spear,  Brothers  Samuel  J.  Greenberg 
and  Reuben  Penny,  Branch  President 
Clarence  B.  Spear  and  District  President 
Bertram  J.  Glynn. 

Prior  to  leaving  for  Cape  Town  on 
very  short  notice,  Elder  Glynn  was  able 
to  visit  all  saints  in  the  district,  and  on 
Monday  evening,  February  24,  was  hon- 
oured at  a  farewell  social  held  in  tbe 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Spear. 

The  Relief  Society  intends  to  hold  its 
"  Jumble  Sale  "  in  the  "  Location  "  some 
time  in  April  or  May. 

Sisters  Johanna  and  Hilda  Hubert  left 
for  Johannesburg,  February  26.  Brother 
and  Sister  Deady  and  family  and  Sister 
Hester  Grobbelaar  left  for  Kroonstad, 
February  1. 


East  London. 

No.    95,    St.    George's    Road,    East   London : 
Elder  George  C.  Maw,  District  President. 

A  cottage  meeting  was  held  at  Queens- 
town  on  Sunday,  February  9,  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Kozakiewiez ;  four- 
teen were  in  attendance.  District 
President  George  C.  Maw  spent  two  days 
in  the  country  on  the  way  back  to  East 
London,  visiting  Mr.  and  Sister  Daveron 
and  family  at   Toise  River. 

Elder  Yern  D.  Greene,  Mission  Secre- 
tary, was  in  East  London  several  days 
during  the  month  and  visited  all  the 
saints,  explaining  the  Co-operative  Mis- 
sionary Work. 

The  elders  went  for  a  three-day  country 
trip  soon  after,  on  Elder  Maw's  newly 
purchased  motor  cycle.  The  two  nights 
they  were  out  they  slept  in  the  homes  of 
two  families,  both  of  whom  received  them 
hospitably  and   invited   them  back. 

Thirty-eight  persons  invited  into  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Behm,  at  King 
William's  Town,  were  shown  the  lantern 
slide  lecture,  February  26,  and  enjoyed 
the  evening  thoroughly.  Elders  Chris- 
tensen  and  Hurst  arrived  from  Pen 
Elizabeth  .during  the  afternoon  with  the 
projector  and  slides,  and  kindly  assisted 
with  the  lecture. 


Natal   District. 

No.  .38,  Melbourne  Road,  Durban :  Brothers 
Arthur  Fagan  and  Henry  J.  Trestrail 
in   charge. 

Brother  Arthur  Fagan,  after  making  a 
trip  to  Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia,  has 
returned  to  Durban. 

Following  the  five  weeks'  stay  of  "Motor 
Cycle  Missionaries"'  A.  Kay  Berry  and 
Herman  J.  Smith,  during  which  regular 
meetings  were  held  at  the  homes  of  Siste? 
Chisholm,  Sister  Moore  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Trestrail,  and  the  stay  of  Mission 
Secretary  Vern  D.  Greene,  February  7  to 
13,  the  saints  and  friends  of  the  Durban 
Branch  have  been  active  and  in  many 
cases  are  earnestly  engaged  in  Centennial 
Saints'   Co-operative   Missionary   Work. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 


"THIS  IS  THE  PLACE" 

to   find 


Acres  °<  Diamonds 


AND 


Hills  of  Gold 


While  others  discover  diamonds  in  the  soil  of  South  Africa, 
Let  us  find  diamonds  in  the  soul  of  old  and  new  friends. 

While  others  search  hills  for  gold  of  South  Africa, 

Let  us  search  hearts,  with  truth  among  our  fellowmen. 

" Every  Member  Get  a  Member  in  1930" 

IS  OUR  SLOGAN, 

and 

Work for  Everybody and  Everybody  Working' ' 

IS  OUR  MOTTO. 

Great  Centennial  Jubilee  Celebration 
Mission  wide  for  tbe  full  year  1930. 

Every    member    gets   many    substantial     souvenirs,    remembrances, 

prizes  and  presents,  by  joining  with  and  labouring  in  the 

Saints  Co-operative  Missionary  Work. 

BE  A  BOOK  OF  MORMON  MISSIONARY. 

Never  too  late  to  begin Start  now. 


South    African    Mission. 


This  advert  paid  for  by  Don  Mack  Dalton. 


A.  E.  LINLEY  &  CO.,  SS 

Mowbray,  C.P. 


Phone  157  Woodstock, 
Day  and  Night. 


Something  to  make 
a  noise  about ! 


Ask  for 


McKay  s  Bread 


Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory  : 

Main  Road,     Mowbray. 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  81  DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,         Mowbray. 
Phone  531  Woodstock. 


GROCERIES  ?— Yes, 
and  FRESH  too  ! 


Watch  for  the  announcement 
of  the 

Latest  Invention. 

Something  Useful  For  Every  Home. 


G.  White  &  Co., 

108,  Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P. 
Established  1885. 


E.  SIMPSON  &  CO., 

MOWBRAY,  Cape  Province. 


MOWBRAY 
FISH   SUPPLY 

Phone  996  Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 


Remington 
Typewriter  Agency. 

Remington  Bldg.,  92-96,  St.  George's 
Street,  Box  644,    Phones  5299  and 

5300.  Tel  Add.:  "Standard." 
Sole  agents  for  Remington  Standard 
Typewriter,  Remington  Portable 
Typewriter,  Remington  Rotary  Dupli- 
cator, "Art  Metal "  Filing  Cabinets, 
Ediphone  Dictating  Machine,  Inter- 
national Time  Recorders,  Gunn 
Sectional  Furniture,  Durand  Steel 
Lockers,  Stationery  &  Office  Supplies 


Iff  "ELRICO"  &S 

POULTRY  GRAINS  ANO  MEALS. 


Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

CALDER  &  CO. 


Main  Road, 


(Manufacturers), 
Phone  31  and  258. 


Wynberg. 
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